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Twix is the science
class frog. You may
have heard of him but
even if you haven't
there's a little recap.
Twix is a white tree
frog. White tree frogs
can be found in a lot
of different places but
Twix was born in a
coastal rainforest. 
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People have been getting
sick from oil drilling in Los
Angeles neighborhoods for
years and no one has done
anything! Climate activists
have been trying to
convince the local
government to regulate oil
drilling near poorer
neighborhoods. They
wanted to lower air
pollution and stop people
from getting sick from
gasses released during oil
drilling.

City Council
Bans Oil Drilling

By: Byrdie Howe

The platypus is a
unique animal,
discovered in
1798 by the
second Governor
of New South
Wales: Captain
John Hunter. He
was the first to
see this animal.
When he caught
a glimpse of this
mammal, he
actually didn’t
believe it to be
real! 

Platypuses: One
of the World's
Weirdest Animals

By:Oona Macek Meet our
New Art
Teachers

 What makes
teachers
great? I think
a good mind,
insight and
passion make
good
teachers. I
have seen all
of those in
the two new
art teachers
that I
interviewed. 

By: Joshua Chung
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City Council To
Banning Oil Drilling

     
 

By: Byrdie Howe 
 

 People have been getting sick from oil
drilling in Los Angeles neighborhoods for
years, and no one has done anything!
Climate activists have tried convincing the
local government to regulate oil drilling
near poorer communities. They wanted to
lower air pollution and stop people from
getting sick from the gasses released
during oil drilling.
  The activists pushed the Los Angeles City
Council to attempt to pass a bill that would
ban oil drilling within 3,200 feet of homes,
hospitals, medical clinics, community
centers, parks, jails, and businesses open to
the public. That would stop people from
getting sick and lower air pollution. 
 And finally, last year, the City Council
passed this bill, Senate Bill 1137, which
was signed into law by Governor Gavin
Newsom in September and took effect in
January. 
 But a law firm specializing in ballot
measures called Nielsen Merksamer filed a
referendum to overturn the bill. They
gathered more than 623,000 signatures
from voters to file the referendum on the
bill on behalf of Jerome Reedy, a California
Independent Petroleum Association board
member. That group has opposed other
similar environmental regulations before. 
 The referendum paused the bill. So now
voters will vote on the bill in November
2024. They can decide if they want oil
drilling to stop near most places open to
the public or continue making people sick
and polluting the air. 

 

Idea Box Coming Soon 
At St. James 

 
By: Colin Hong  

The Class Cabinet is about to make its first changes in St. James! This
school year will witness the Class Cabinet make changes in St. James,
which will let students express themselves freely, and we can help
people in need with the changes about to be made. Have you ever
heard of the idea box in some campaign videos? Well, the idea box is
coming soon! 

 The Class Cabinet recently gave a presentation to the 6th grade
regarding an idea box. The president of the Class Cabinet, Juha Kim,
said: ”We are planning to create an idea box, and it will most likely be a
physical idea box.” This means the idea box will be on campus, and
people can put their ideas in it. Juha says that they can only make
some ideas come to life if they’re very reasonable, so the ideas cannot
be like buying a tremendous amount of cotton candy for the
students of St. James each day of the school year. The idea box is not
only for improving the school but also helps make students feel more
confident about what they want to say. 

 
 
 

  There are no winners as the war in
Ukraine rages on. As the war in Ukraine
continues, each side has many losses. It
has now been over a year since the war
on Ukraine started on February 24,
2022, when Russia invaded Ukraine.
According to the government of
Ukraine, Russia has lost almost 200,000
soldiers, 303 aircraft, and 3,441 tanks.
Ukraine has 100,000 killed or wounded
in action and 30,000 civilian deaths.

 Russia invaded Ukraine for many
reasons. First, Ukraine is rich in
resources such as coal, wheat, oil,
natural gas, iron ore, and manganese
ore and has access to the sea at the
port city of Odesa. Also, they invaded
Ukraine so Ukraine would not join NATO.
NATO is the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. NATO is made up of 28
European countries, the USA, and
Canada. Russia also wanted to build an
empire. “This was never about genuine
security concerns,” President Joe Biden
said, according to Time for Kids. “It was
always about Putin’s desire for empire
by any means necessary.” However,
Time for Kids also said Putin claims that
there are people in Ukraine who want to
join Russia. 

 

Since fighting began, over 7 million
refugees have fled Ukraine for other
countries, according to Statistica. Poland
has accepted the most refugees with 1.5
million. The United States has admitted
110,000 refugees through a sponsor
program, as reported by USA Today.
About 35,000 more have been approved
by the Department of Homeland Security.
The USA has donated the most military
aid to Ukraine. So far, they have given 46
billion dollars. The USA has given Javelin
anti-armor systems and Stinger air
defense weapons. For now, President
Biden has not approved fighter jets. The
biggest battle is now happening in
Bakhmut. The conflict has now been
going on for seven weeks. Russia has
occupied areas on three sides of the city
to the north, east, and south. It might be in
a corner, but Ukraine has promised to
continue to hold its defense in the city in
Donetsk and is sending reinforcements
into the hottest spot in the war.

 There is no sign this war is nearing an end.
Neither side wants to admit defeat. “This
will end when we achieve a victory or
when the Russian Federation decides
they want it,” said Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

War in Ukraine 
 

By: Calvin Murray 

WORLD NEWS AND LOCAL
POLITICS
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Introducing Our New Art Teachers: 
Ms. Allyson and Mr. Patrick

 

By: Joshua Chung 

 What makes teachers great? A good mind, insight, and
passion make good teachers. I have seen all of those in the
two new art teachers that I interviewed. I interviewed Mr.
Patrick and Ms. Allyson on March 15th, 2023 and I will tell
you what we talked about. Enjoy!
 
This is Mr.Patrick’s favorite color. Mr. Patrick doesn’t have a
favorite color. He said, “You need all the colors. You can
imbue so much meaning into each one.” 

 
This is why Mr.Patrick likes art. He said, “Art is great
because you can use the eternity of your knowledge from
all subjects. The more you know, the stronger your work
becomes. Everyone can be an artist. From a
mathematician to a linebacker. Make what you know.”

 
 “I don’t have a favorite painting,” Mr. Patrick said during
our interview in the Art Room. “All art has just as
important as the next. It’s all about the message that
the artist wants to convey. I do believe that no one
needs to play the guitar anymore, though, because
“Rust in Peace” exists.”

 
Ms.Allyson’s favorite colors are green, grinch green or lime
green, but she said all colors are cool. She likes art
because you can make and create anything you want. She
said, “You take different parts of your life and knowledge
and combine it to make something new and personal to
you.” Ms.Allyson’s favorite painting is “The Kiss” by Gustav
Klint.

 
Ms.Allyson and Mr. Patrick are very skilled artists. They both
have open minds about art and they are passionate about
it. Mr.Patrick and Ms.Allyson are the most talented artists I
have ever seen.

Meet Mrs. Morales
 

By: Frances Levine and Daphne Kim 

Third-grade teachers are important because they are
leaders of children that are halfway through their time at
St. James. That is why we wanted to interview a third-
grade teacher like Ms. Morales. Enjoy these wonderful
facts about Ms. Morales.
 Ms. Morales wanted to be a teacher because she loved
school as a kid. Her favorite subject as a kid was writing.
Her favorite thing to teach today is Women’s History
Month projects.
 Ms. Morales is a fun teacher and person. She makes
teaching fun. For example, Ms. Morales shared that she
has been able to say the ABCs backward since she was 5.
She has a pink unicorn stuffed animal named Pumpkin,
given to her by a current fourth grader named Kira.
Her favorite color is hot pink, and her favorite food is
ramen.
 Ms. Morales has been working at St. James for 5 years
and the school loves her a lot. She makes her class smile
every day. We thank Ms. Morales a lot for all the things
she does for the school. St. James would not be the same
without Ms. Morales.

SCHOOL NEWS 

 Juha Kim loves being the Class Cabinet President. She says it is fun and not
challenging. She does well and helps our St. James Community much more
than you think. 
 Juha Says that the Class Cabinet has yet to get into a fight and hopes to
keep it that way. She also says she has a lot of responsibility and likes to
present things. Juha also says that t is hard to fit everything in with
everyone's busy schedules. 
 Juha says she ran for president because she likes demonstrating what she
has learned. She also says that she never gives up and tends to choose the
more challenging path. She also says she loves playing golf, swimming, and
dancing and used to play the clarinet. 
 She says that her favorite food is Xiao Long Bao. Her Favorite inspirational
woman is Malala. Her favorite dessert is Patbingsu, a Korean dessert. She
also likes leadership opportunities and is glad her teachers trust her. 
 Juha says she enjoys making the school a better place for herself and the
other students. She enjoys public speaking too! She says she gets nervous
when presenting but has her friends, teachers, and family to support her.
Juhas also says she likes to challenge herself and does not like to sit back
and take the easy way. Juha has a bright future of being a great leader.  

Juha Kim Class President
By Sloan Kennedy

The Class Cabinet is about to make its first changes in St.
James! This school year will witness the Class Cabinet make
changes in St. James, which will let students express
themselves freely, and we can help people in need with the
changes about to be made. Have you ever heard of the idea box
in some campaign videos? Well, the idea box is coming soon! 

 The Class Cabinet recently gave a presentation to the 6th
grade regarding an idea box. The president of the Class
Cabinet, Juha Kim, said: ”We are planning to create an idea box,
and it will most likely be a physical idea box.” This means the
idea box will be on campus, and people can put their ideas in it.
Juha says that they can only make some ideas come to life if
they’re very reasonable, so the ideas cannot be like buying a
tremendous amount of cotton candy for the students of St.
James each day of the school year. The idea box is not only for
improving the school but also helps make students feel more
confident about what they want to say. 

The idea box will have to wait, but it’s coming soon. These
changes will most likely benefit St. James and others!

Class Cabinet Enacts Change
By Colin Hong



Lunar New Year 
 

By: Kingston Smith

       Lunar New Year at Saint James is always an exciting
time. We start the celebration at lunch. First, I did the
bowing ceremony organized by Mrs.Leonard. We do the
bowing ceremony to show respect for our elders on Lunar
New Year. I was in the courtyard when I bowed to the
faculty of my school, and I was thinking about the delicious
food I was going to eat after.
      Next I ate the delicious food that was made by the
parents and faculty and i’m glad I did. When I was eating
the food, I was thinking about how delicious the food was.
    Then I played soccer, which is something me and my
friends I do every day, and it's fun, and I like it a lot. I was
thinking about how we were going to win.
         After that happened, we sat down with everyone in the
school for the Lunar New Year commons, organized by
Mrs.Leonard, which was good even for commons
standards. I was on the field when I watched the K-pop
dancers and Lion dancers until I had to do my
performance. Kpop Dancers are people who dance to K-
pop music. Lion dancers are people who dress up as Lions
and move around. I was required to be there, but I still
thought it was cool.
           Finally, we started going back to my classroom. I
enjoyed the show, and I think everyone else did too. We
walked back to the classroom, packed up, and that was
the end of the day. That was the end of our Lunar New Year
celebration; I’m looking forward to the next.

Calendar & Entertainment

 I had the best time at Taste Of Soul, a special lunch event at St. James School to help celebrate Black History
Month. It was fun, engaging, and educational. The event was presented by Mrs. Leonard and The Black Parent
Association. It made me so happy to celebrate my heritage and Black Americans like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
Rosa Parks, and President Barack Obama. Taste Of Soul was an outstanding experience.

 First, we had a catered soul-inspired hot lunch served by parent volunteers. The meal included cornbread,
roasted chicken, green beans, macaroni and cheese, candied yams, rice, and broccoli. My favorite was the
macaroni and cheese. I’m no food critic, but the cornbread was a little too crumbly for my taste. 

 While we ate on the field, three sixth-graders gave an educational presentation about Dr. King, Rosa Parks,
and President Obama. They showed posters with photos of each of the figures, combined with facts about
them and their contribution to their communities and to our country. We celebrate these people because
they helped make America what it is today! I learned something new about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; he was a
Baptist minister before becoming the well-known activist I’ve read about. We also listened to a recording of
We Shall Overcome, an anthem of the civil rights movement. After the presentation, my friends and I played
soccer on the field while a DJ blasted disco music through the speaker system. 

 I was filled with joy celebrating my heritage with my friends and teachers. I felt so much pride. My favorite
part of Taste Of Soul was learning more about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., No matter if you’re black, white, or in
between. We are all equal! Thank you for reading, and don’t forget to celebrate Black Americans. We can
celebrate every February for Black History Month…and all year long.

 On the morning of March 2, 2023, St. James' students
and parents were getting into their seats to celebrate
International Women’s Month. We were all so excited for
the Women’s Herstory Month chapel. The people around
me were waiting quietly for someone to start speaking.
Then we heard the beautiful music of the organ playing
its notes. When Father Koh announced that we were
having a special guest at the chapel, we all were even
more excited. We heard the footsteps of the guest
speaker. When she finally came into view, we saw that it
was Ms. Reynoso, one of the second-grade teachers. 

 Ms. Reynoso talked about when she was a little girl and
how she loved to race and often got a little competitive,
and she loved when she won the races. Some people did
not think she was good enough to race, but she proved
them wrong by learning how to swim and started doing
professional racing. Soon after that, she ran a sprint
triathlon (0.5 miles for swimming, 12.4 miles for biking,
and 3.1 miles for running), and she finished it! Even
though some people did not think she could, she
believed in herself and succeeded.

  I think Ms. Reynoso’s speech was inspiring and
wonderful. I was very interested in it. It was the perfect
speech for Women’s herstory month day. When I heard
her talk, a wave of confidence washed over me. I felt very
fortunate that my fellow students and I were able to
spend International Women’s Day listening to Ms.
Reynoso tell us about her experience. I couldn't help but
think that maybe one day, I’ll be able to tell young kids
about my experiences as a woman. Maybe other kids will
too! I loved the presentation. 

Women's Herstory Month
 

By: Foster Barinholtz 

Taste of Soul Lunch
By Rockwell Sanford



ANIMAL SPOTLIGHTS

 
 
 

  Twix is the science class frog. You may have heard of
him, but here's a little recap, even if you haven't. Twix is
a white tree frog. White tree frogs can be found in a lot
of different places, but Twix was born in a coastal
rainforest. White tree frogs are born white, but as they
get older, they shift to green. White tree frogs eat many
different insects, but Twix eats only crickets. His
environment is made up of rocks, moss, a fake fairy
pond, two thick sticks, and two jungle leaves. Because
he is green, he camouflages in with his environment.
This makes Twix very good at hiding, but the crickets
are not. 
They can dig under the ground, and he will still find
them. Imagine you are Twix, and you see a nice cricket,
and you are hungry; you will do anything for that
cricket. That is how it goes when we feed Twix. 
We put the two to three crickets in either his feeding
container or his habitat in the picture above, he waits
for them to come closer, and then he uses his tongue,
with a sticky ball at the end, to slurp them up. To me, it's
actually funny. One time a cricket went on his head, and
he waited seconds before he threw his tongue up on
his head and yanked it into his mouth 
 Now we will talk about Twix's social life. If I were to rate
his social life, I would give it a 100/100. That is because
he spends most of the time in one corner, and when he
comes out, it is only once a week at Win (What I Need).
So the only time he is social is when students want to
hold him. He will allow you to hold him, but sometimes
he doesn't like it and may pee on you. Other times I've
held him, and others have too, and it goes perfectly
fine. Twix is very good at hiding, and it gives the kids a
little game to play. He is hilarious. Knowing Twix as well
as I do now, I think he really loves his ecosystem.   
 I hope you learned a lot from this recap!!!     

 

 

Hi! My name is Oona Macek, and I will be walking you through the life
aspects and exciting traits of one of the world’s weirdest animals:
the platypus!
A Brief History of the Duck-billed Platypus*

The platypus is a unique animal, discovered in 1798 by the second
Governor of New South Wales: Captain John Hunter. He was the
first to see this animal. When he caught a glimpse of this mammal,
he actually didn’t believe it to be real! He instead thought it a fake!
Hunter made a sketch of the newly found species, skinned the poor
creature, and sent both the pelt and the drawing back to Great
Britain. George Shaw published an article in the Naturalist's
Miscellany in 1799 about this animal new to mankind. 
*The name ‘platypus’ comes from the Greek word platúpous. It can
be translated literally into ‘flat foot’. Its Latin name is
Ornithorhynchus anatinus.
The platypus is sometimes referred to as the Duck-billed platypus.
It is a solitary animal. 

Platypuses: One of the
World's Weirdest Animals

 
By Oona Macek

The Wonderful
World of Zebras Zebras have brown stripes when they are first born.

They get darker as they get older.                                       

 Did you know that they have stripes to camouflage
in tall grass?                                  

Zebras don't eat meat; they are herbivores.
Herbivores eat plants. Zebras eat tall grass, leaves,
stems, and bushes.                                               
 
A baby zebra can stand after 6 mins.

However, on the rare occasion when the
individuals of this species are together, they are
called a paddle, a platypod, or platypuses
 It is safe to say that they can be called many
things. If you look at the following diagram, they
look like many animals mushed together.
The spike on the back of the male’s leg is
poisonous, with venom strong enough to kill a
dog! Together with the four species of echidna,
it is one of the five extant species of
monotremes, mammals that lay eggs instead
of giving birth to live young. Like other
monotremes, it senses prey through
echolocation or the location of objects by
reflected sound. Electroreception allows
platypuses to use electrical impulses to locate
objects in the deepest and darkest of waters.
Some other species that can echolocate are
Shrews, Aye-Aye, Sperm whales, Dolphins, and
Porpoises

Twix's Vlog  
 

By: Josh Rogers 

By:Zola Zadra



Intramural Basketball
By: Grant Fenderson 

Inside Out: A Review 
 

 
By: Levi Her
 

 Inside Out is a touching movie about a family who
moves to a new place. The daughter of the family is a
girl who eventually learns to deal with her emotions
and how to let things go. Her parents try their best to
help her but are of no use. The movie is very accurate,
especially the parts inside of Riley’s mind. The Inside
Out cast actually asked professionals to help make the
movie more accurate. This movie is very touching and
is most likely relatable for parents who have children
who don’t like to let go of things. The girl in Inside
Out’s main character, Riley, most likely has a type of
mental illness that affects her happiness. This makes
the movie much more touching, and this story is
touching and family-friendly. I definitely recommend
taking another look at this movie because it is a hidden
gem.

 What is intramural basketball? It Is two teams
from the same place playing recreational
basketball against each other. Sometimes there is
a league at a school for other people outside of
that school. It was Mr.Reinke’s idea to offer
intramural basketball at St. James. 

 
The students at St.James have fun when they play
Intramural basketball.
Playing basketball makes them excited. Every
time they shoot, it gives them encouragement
and joy. Overall, basketball makes them happy,
confident, and empowered. 

 
This is the first year that that team has played a
game. This season, the team played against St.
Brendans on St. Brendan's home court. There are
certain rules in basketball. Although the rules are
important, the coach, Mr. Eric, says,” You win, or
you learn.”

 
Intramural basketball is important at St. James
because the team tries really hard. The players on
the St. James' basketball team are really
confident. Teamwork is also an important part of
intramural basketball. But most importantly,
everyone has fun!
 

SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT 



The Big Debate
     

 
 

By: Madeline J. C. - 
inspired by the Week Junior

 
IS CHOCOLATE BETTER THAN VANILLA?

Yes - chocolate rules! 
A study showed that chocolate can actually make
you happier and helps relieve stress. There’s also
way more varieties of chocolate than vanilla, from
milk to dark to caramel. Chocolate is part of many
other treats as well, such as M&Ms, s’mores,
chocolate-chip cookies, and ice cream. In
addition, there’s more stuff that goes with
chocolate - chocolate ‘n’ strawberries, chocolate
sprinkles and ice cream, and more! 

No - vanilla is a classic
Vanilla is a classic flavor. It’s very flavorful, and
more universal. Its flavor is used in many desserts,
from cakes and cookies to ice cream and even
drinks! People around the world can recognize it
easily. Vanilla also usually has less sugar than
chocolate, due to the fact that the sugar that it
does have is natural. It’s also a good base for other
toppings, as its flavor is usually very simple. 

 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Now that you know both sides of the argument,
visit the library and put your vote into the shoe
box at the front. Say “Yes” if you think chocolate is
better than vanilla. Say “No” if you think vanilla is
better than chocolate. We’ll publish the results of
the debate in the next issue.

 

Would You Rather...
By: Zio Lee and Emma Hoffman

Hey! Happy March and we are really
excited. I have a would-you-rather
for you.I got some help from my team
and we decided to do this one. There
is going to be more March would-
you-rathers so don’t worry. St.
Patrick’s day is coming up too! Are
you excited? Well, I sure am. Did you
know that the first St. Patrick’s day
was celebrated in the year 1631?

WOULD YOU RATHER…
  Be a leprechaun  OR  A rainbow ?                                                              

YOU DECIDE!



P J J S E R U S A E R T L T Z
O O Y M G C V K W P D V V B Y
O P J A Z U L L F Z B L S K A
O M V R W T C M S H H A O U L
R R D C T Y N H D S M E U G E
H J Q H K A A E I U C B S R P
K L H C K M E R E B Z H C O R
K W U Z R B I O A R V W W A E
T L H O M D U V S E G D X H C
S E C I R A I N B O W G Q N H
C K T T Y K A D W G X L E X A
T Y A O L T Y L P K H H O X U
H Q K D P G I A L K F K C S N
W Q N B Y M R E V O L C C P H
E R O L K L O F V C K L E W Z

Word Bank
1.green
2.lucky 
3. clover
4. irish
5. march 
6. folklore
7. pot
8.shamrock 
9. treasure
10. rainbow
11.  gold
12. leprechaun

March Word Search

Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and
can overlap each other.  Use the word bank below.

By: Zio Lee, Phoebe Koh and 
Emma Hoffman 

Try Decaf
By: Olivia Fein

FUN-N-GAMES

The Last Cookie
By: Phoebe Koh and Zio Lee


