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PAGE ACADEMY
By Isabella Argiropoulos
8th Grade

Hello my p "
Larchmont %"
Neighbors! A’
I hope you
have all been
enjoying  the
holidays! ~ De-
cember was full
of many great events. Our Mexi-
can Dinner Silent Basket Auction
and Movie Night was wonderful
and suceessful. Our annual Holi-
day Show was a showstopper full
of holiday music and dance! Our
Page families came out in full
support of Student Council's pet
and toy fundraiser and everyone

enjoyed a “snow day” in Page
School's parking lot.

We had our class holiday par-
ties in late December, with great
food, a White Elephant gift ex-
change and a special visit from
Santa himself!

Classes will resume on Jan, 8,
On the 12th, Page will hald its
second quarter Honor Assembly
— we can't believe how quickly
the school year is flying by! The
22nd is this year's “100th Day of
School” — our students are en-
couraged to come dressed as if
they were 100 years old and to
participate in a day full of funac-
tivities!

On the 26th we will have our
Panorama Picture Day for our
entire student body, which is one

of my favorites. Iwish everyone
a 2024 full of good will, health
and happiness!

ST. JAMES’

By Kingston Smith
5th Grade

Classes e
sume for St
James” students
Jan. 3. While
the break has
been fun, here
are some events
that we are look-

ing forward to in the new year.
First, we have some exciting
news: the Havard Krokodileos
are going to be performing live
at St. James Preschool. Also, at
our elementary school, we have
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a day off to celebrate Martin Lu-
ther King Day.

At St. James', we have a tradi-
tion that will be continuing on
Jan. 18 — In-N-Out Day. On In-
N-Out Day, parents get to come
¢at In-N-Out with their kids via
a food truck. It is something the
whole campus looks forward to.

Finally, on Jan. 20, we have the
Soul to Seoul BBQ competition
at which families compete to see
‘who makes the best BBQ. It's go-
ing to be a lot of fun for everyone!

THE WILLOWS
By Birdie Reynolds
8th Gmde

Although
coming  back
from a long
break can be
difficult,  The
Willows  stu-
dents get back
into the swing
of things in January. Middle
school self-defense classes will
continue. The program is incred-
ible because we not only learn to
defend ourselves physically, but
also learn to set boundaries and
identify when we need help and
how we can help others.

Sports like baskethall and soc-
cer continue to practice and play
the schools in our league to fight
for a place in the playoffs and a
chance for the championship.

We are excited to see what the
new year brings, especially with
new units for many grades to ex-
plore and a new semester for the
middle sehool to conquer.

MELROSE ELEMENTARY
By Franklin Raghavan
5th Grade

The holidays
meant  people
had three weeks
of vacation to
forget  every-
thing.  Happy
20241 The Mel-
rose 5th graders

are starting a new unit in science
this January. It's probably the
most popular unit of the year
— life science, focusing on the
biosphere, feeding relationships
and transfer of energy.

Fourth graders are going to
watch a day in the life of a bird at
Ballona Wetlands. They'll proba-
bly see ducks and egrets.

A production of “Finding
Nemo" was performed by the 4th
and 5th graders. Next, the 3rd
graders get to rehearse and per-
form a play.

Another round of “Genius
Hour” begins soon for the 5th
graders. Trust me, one hour two
days a week for six weeks is not
enough for kids to be geniuses
and use their imagination to cre-
ate dynamic projects.

Beautification day is coming
on Jan. 27. We plan on planting
new flowering plants.

NEW COVENANT
ACADEMY
By Sue Jung Park
11th Grade

Happy New
Yearl As the
new year came,
NCA  students
wrapped up their
winter  break
and returned to
school, excited
and ready to learn! Hopefully the
winter break was a time where stu-
dents were able to get plenty of rest
and spend a festive time celebrating
the holidays with their families.

To kick off the spring semester,
NCA will hold an Open House
event. Parents are invited to
students’ classrooms and get to
spend time looking through the
impressive work students have
done. The event also serves as a
time for parents to communicate
with teachers,

The boys' basketball team also
has been playing hard. Come
out to future games and support
them! Go Huskies!
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Camp Harmony provides a free camp for underserved k|ds

By Nona Sue Friedman

Camp Harmony is a special
place that changes the lives
of campers and counselors.
It is a free overnight camp
for homeless and underprivi-
leged children in Los Angeles.
Campers are transported to a
camp in Ojai for a week of care-
free fun where they participate
in new and exciting activities.
High school students in grades
10 through 12 apply and pay
for the opportunity to serve as
counselors.

Camp Harmony (CH),
which was founded in 1989,
gives campers chances they
otherwise may not have. Its
goal is to inspire and empow-
er the kids. For many of the
underserved campers, this is
the first time they have gone
to sleepaway camp. Close to
400 campers come up for the
week in late August.

For counselors, the experi-
ence is one-of-a-kind. “Camp
Harmony is totally life-chang-
ing,” according to Jordan
Passman of Hancock Park,
who was a counselor during
high school and who has
continued to volunteer year-
round for the organization for
the past 20 years.

He continues, “It's such a
big part of who I am.” Now
married and a father of two
young kids, he plans on hav-

e T
VOLUNTEER STAFF at Camp Harmony's winter session are

(left to right) Andrew Bank and Nick Melvoin — both of Larch-
mont Village — and Adam Slutsky.
Photo courtesy Brian Kramer Photography

ing them become counselors
when they're old enough.
Many volunteers for CH
talk about the family atmo-
sphere surrounding this
special experience and how
participating in its programs
changes your perspective.
Another former counselor,
Andrew Bank of Larchmont
Village, said, “Camp Harmo-
ny has influenced the career
trajectory of many of its
counselors who, because of
this experience, want to be
involved in social work, public
education [and] government.”
Bank, who has been involved
with the organization for the
past 16 years, recounted that
he bawled like a baby on the

last day of camp after his first
summer. His friend and fellow
counselor at the time, Nick
Melvoin of Larchmont Village,
who is now a board member
of Los Angeles Unified School
District, said, “You're here for
life.” So far that's true, agrees
Bank. Who knew that Bank
would be one of four couples
to find their beloveds at CH.

Passman adds, “There isn’t
another program like it in the
city. It teaches the counsel-
ors to be philanthropic. It's
human-to-human.”

The camp operates under
the umbrella of United in
Harmony (UNH), which is
a nonprofit, non-sectarian
organization.

MAKING PLAYDOUGH with campers at Camp Harmony is
Jordan Passman of Hancock Park, center rear.

Over the years, UNH has
added a winter camp that
serves 300 campers. It also
created a leadership program,
which keeps high schoolers
involved year round.

The leadership program is
a select group of high school
students who gather monthly
to organize an activity for a
small group of campers. This
could be bowling or an after-
noon of miniature golf.

On Nov. 10, the Chronicle
visited UNH's annual holiday
party in Torrance. The space
was abuzz with about 300
campers who sat on Santa’s
lap, made ornaments, deco-
rated cupcakes and left with
two bags of new, donated
clothing along with a bag of

new books.

Brandon Sadkin, a coun-
selor for the past couple of
vears and a member of the
leadership program and for-
mer resident of Larchmont
Village, said, “I love it! It feels
great to have an impact on
the campers and to give £ “k
to the community.” y

UNH is run almost exe’
sively by volunteers and
operates with monetary and
in-kind donations. If you are
interested in learning more
about the organization, visit
unitedinharmony.org.

The author is a previous
board member — and long-
time volunteer of — Uniled in
Harmony and Camp Harmo-
ny.
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